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5ƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅ aƻƻǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǳǎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǇƛŀǊȅΗ 
 
!ōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǝƴƎ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƘƛǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ bŀƴŎȅ 
wǳǇǇŜǊǘΣ !ǇƛŀǊȅ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ b/Φ LƴŦƻǊπ
Ƴŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŜ-ǉǳŜŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ 
 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ŦƻǊ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǎƘŀŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ  
ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ ƛŎŜ 
ŎǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǝƳŜΦ .ǊƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ƻǊ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
ŎƘŀƛǊΗ 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀōƭŜǎ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мΥолΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ 5ƻƴ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǘ оос-
нмо-омоуΦ 

 
Message from IP 

 
!ǘ ƻǳǊ WǳƴŜ нлму ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ²ŀƭƭȅ {ǿŀƛƳ 
όaŀǎǘŜǊ .ŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊύ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜȄπ
ǘǊŀŎǝƴƎ ƘƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΣ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝǾŜ ǘŀƭƪΦ 
²ŀƭƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ōŜŜǎ 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ 
  
aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ƘƻƴŜȅ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ ōŜŜǎ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ άŜȄŎƛǘŜŘέ ǿƘŜƴ 
ǿŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǾŜΦ  aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŎǘŀǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 
ŀǊŜ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ 
ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ 
ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
  
²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ LŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ΦΦΦ {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ 
5ƻƴΩǎ ŀǇƛŀǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нуǘƘΦ 
 
    -- Ira 

 

Funnies 
 

.ŜŜ-bǳǘǎΣ ōȅ !Φ tΦ IŀƛǊȅ  

https://beenuts.wordpress.com/


 

The Importance of Crape Myrtle to Honey Bees & Native Bees 
by 

Geoff Leister, Ph.D. 

Botanist, Bee-Keeper, and Master Gardener 

 

 
Everyone should be familiar with the widely-

planted ornamental crape myrtle as a result of its 

summer blooms in a variety of colors - white, 

lavender, pink and red. Crape myrtle 

(Lagerstroemia indica) is a not native to the U.S., 

but has been in the U.S. since colonial times. Crape 

myrtles are native to East Asia and Australia. Our 

native bees, bumblebees and honey bees visit the 

clusters of flowers with its many ruffled petals.  

 

Crape myrtles do not produce flower nectar but they 

are unusual in that they do have two types of an-

thers that produce two different types of pollen. One 

set of brown-colored anthers produces pollen that 

brings about pollination, fertilization and seed pro-

duction; the other set of yellow-colored anthers pro-

vides pollinators with protein resources. If you ex-

amine the flowers you will see the brown pad-like 

reproductory anthers arranged higher above and 

over the centrally located bright yellow anthers pro-

ducing protein-rich pollen. (See photo at right.) 

 

In June I attached a front entrance pollen trap to one 

of my hives. To date I have collected samples on 

June 8th and June 24th for just one hour during 

mornings. The entire one-hour sample taken on 

June 24, 2018, was composed of seven different 

pollen sources, based on the pollen pellet color. 

With some difficulty, I sorted different colored pel-

lets into seven groups. The circled group in the pho-

to at right was a golden yellow color. This pollen 

was identified microscopically to be from Crape 

myrtle when compared with Internet plant pollen 

atlases. Based on that morningôs sample, the bulk of 

the pollen pellets were golden yellow. 


